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; f Coroner's jury in the case: of the Chenango 
tw ‘pefdte imiaking the inquest thie #abjéet or com. 
ment ; but- no verdlet seems.to be fortheom- 
ing. What ie. the cause of the delay we are 
not aware: probably the jury cannot agreé 
ab to the cause of the explosion. ‘But there 
were some facts developed by the trial which 
deserve public attention, whatever or 
poset dy rmpyinenarariy 
Sh CAaaapas 1 alicinn; Wan id of about 
thirty “gunbowts built by the Navy Depart 
ment—all having engines and boilers con- 
atracted according to apécifications and plans 
furnigted by the department.. She ;went to 
sea on her first voyage, the boilers having | 
been tested and the engines ran, by’ way” of { 
preliminary Soon after passing 
the Narrows; just ufter the Gaptela hed been 
told by the engineer that the engine was run- 
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two men, of whom twenty-eight have since 
died. .. The: whole gunboat fleet has been fur- 
nished with engines and boilers just like those 
of the Chenango. It id, therefore, “& matter . 
| of @ godd’<deal ‘of importance to determine 
whether the’ explosion was caused by any pe- 
culiarity in:those boilers common to all these 
ginbosts, or, by séme defect in the bollér of 
the Chenango alone. 

Tivelonin:ih hnoes tone: peek kth 
boiler of this vessel had been subjected to 
the usual tests, and had resistéd a pressure 
of 60 10.65 pounds to ‘the square. inch,-—that 
the safety-valve would blow off steam at 89} 
pounds, and thet the -boller exploded under a 
pressure of 34 poundé. ‘Coroner Noxzis, in 
Chatts- ||’ }iid elaborate and ‘able, charge to’ the jury, 
‘ponsiders it established by the testimony that 
the explosion .was caused by low water. in 
the boiler; which, by creating a sudden and 
irresistible development of steam, is ‘among 

: the mest common causes ot such explosions. 
And it'seems also: to have been 
that, while the boflerand engine were being 
|.uged at the dock, the water worked out of the 
Dollers {ato the engisie, and so ‘dverboard, 60 
freely that over a third of the cylinder would 
be fall of water, and the momentum of the 
machine was more, than oncé. uddenty ar- 
tested by this'causce.. “The danger of explo- 
sion from low water at the dock;” says ‘the 
Coroner,,“‘ was 80 great that the last. witness 
refused’ to open the'throttle-valve when re- 
qaested ‘todo #6 by the United States en- 
gineers on board, who represented that the 
contract required the engine to be run wide 
open. « The witness said that . he considered 
his own safety endangered, and should act on 
his own j -”.. This was. the condition 

| of the Chenango when she was handed over 
to:engineers who had net seen these experi- 
ments, to be taken to sea, 

The general tenor of the testimony'was to 
the effect. that this expulsion of ‘water from 
the boiler, and consequent liability to explo- 
sion, isa marked characteristic of ‘the kind 
of engine used on the Chenango and all the 
other gunboats built under direction of the 


| Navy ‘Department. - On the day-after this ox- 
n a trial trip wae made: with another of 

‘them, which is thus described by the Coroner : 
“A number of those veasels.are Sow just coming 
ut, and. so it happened ‘thst ‘on’ Saturday, the 16th, 
the day after this explosion, the Pawtuse, having 
gory! 96 hours at the dock, was takep out 
ep Pes from | Providence. In the course 
run became necessary. to slut off 
Ay Prana al from some cause, and 
fact appeared that: the water which had 
pour to be abundant th the gauges wadlow. Mr, 
Baxgn, an experienced engineer,; who set, up and 
ran thé engine om her 96 hours’ tris, at once had the 
fireé drawn from the furnaces es a measure of safety, 
the necessity of which, under the circumstances, 
Mr. Szwaw (the Engineer,) admitted to 

- to you when on the ;, ahd It was found that the 
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B lee a etnies wor te, Faken favbarerbret # teop Wt 
SiON. | New-York in. the veasel unless Ke hid the contro! given 
Aim ; and he hag told us these facts, and sworn to the 
So alee Mr.” Suiu, the engineer who, ran 
caateae ofthese vessels, the Metacomet, tes- 
‘tified that 
* The watercould only be. kept in her boilers by 
go petting the valves that they would nof fully open 
when the engine worked, and that when these valves, 
were ordered by Mr.. Suwzi to be set so as.te open 
“wider, and the vestel was yun from the shop to the 
Navy-yard, the water worked 20 that the valves had to 
‘ee put be to their original position, which wes done 
by at the Navy*yard under orders trom the 
chief engineer of the ship.” 
.! Without going into farther detail at present, 
}'the testimony in this case, os, summed up in 
the Coroner's change to the jary, tends to show 
that the Navy Department” ‘constrncted. 
| the engines and. boilers for. ourentire fleet of 
gun on such, a plan &s to, rendér an ex- 
plosion in every case :almost.certain, and has 
thus made. these guaboats infinitely smore_} 
era to our own ‘officers: and sailors 
Shey; “Cdn, ever be "to. the- enemy. 
} gives the ’ matter “still. more 
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‘The* Hxplosion’ :OF* the’ ‘henaneo—An 
Be STE sata ‘cenit atthe | 


jing well, the boiler exploded, scalding thirty- 


+ the time: appointed ; but instead: of present. |' mighty | 
pie tral he aOR note to the | magnitude never 
rgent business” re- h an 


sapere: «fot Hr SW patebel ears 


men, there cannot be the. slightest 


= ears oa io 
fectly contlusive. "The Navy ‘Department | pohiical 


has resisted every attempt at inquiry, and has 
resented every imputation on these boilers as 


‘impeaching its-own integrity... But, certainly, } 
neither pride of officialgopinion, nor any oth- | 


er motive, efthér personal or. 


“should bé Allowed to fll our nary with veasels | tg 


fortiidable'only to those who are jen board. 


. We “hope ° Congress wil aie: Par ieetiet 
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General Grant's iP otra Grand pe 


Promise. 


According, to an Eastern stoty, @ prince of | : 


Persia once, asked a philosopher of his court 
Wwliat he required to render hint perfect,’‘The 
sage replied with more sinceritythan flat 
tery, “ The art of silence.” The prince was 
a weak man; or! would have had no-need_ 
to be told this: keeping great counsele, 
when made, always goes with thé ability to 
‘make thei. First-rate capacity never bab- 
bles. It is always self-contained. That. 
sort of intellectual’ fibre which engenders - 
great conceptions is sure to be strong enough 
to keep them back until their hourcome. That 
sortof will, too, which alone is equal: to 
the highest mastery is sure, first of all,to mas- 
ter itself... It is your loose natures that carry 
loose tongués—your pretenders that are the 
least reticent. “ My ind Of iron Wad not at 
the extremity of my arm ; it wes. immedi- 
ately connected with my head,” said Bona- 
Parte. He. Kept his plans 'to“himeelf., He 
‘confided nothing. ‘He wasatno man’s mercy. 
Tt was thos that he was never ‘betrayed, 
never surprised. It  was-thus that hea 
thousand times struck his enemies with the 
suddentiess of a thunderbolt. ). 

During the two months ‘in whieh. Lient-. 
Gen. Grant has borne ‘the’ prime’ redponsi- 
bility, hé has been’ conceiving his: designs 
and maturing his plans with an impenetrable 
reserve. While displaying the utmost anergy 
in bringiag the instrument ‘with which lie is 
to do his work to its highest: perfection; 
yas yet maids no Alsclowures Xm regura to: 
time when, or the place where, or the manner 
how, that instrument is to be-used. His 
plans have been as.unknown to the public 
men in Washington as to the people at large, 
and his. rebel enemies have acknowledged 
their utter inability ‘to “get any satiafactory 
clue to them. ‘This is entirely a new condi- 
tion-of things in the. operations of the Army 
of the Potomac. Under MoCrztias, ‘not 
& movement, great or: small,’ was under- 
‘taken which was not well knowh’in advance 
by. his enemies, and’ prepared for just’as un- 
derstandingly as if every detail of it had heen 
trumpeted.’ He was all the while medita-. 


ting surprises, ‘and was ail.the while himself} 


surprised by . finding ‘his’ enemy “ in’ over- 
whelming force-” just'where.he dida't expect |. 
him, . This constant baffling ‘at-last became 


at a scandal, that MoOrxiian’s friends finbl- |: 


ly sought. to throw the responsibility, of it 


upon the loquacity ofthe authorities in:j. 
Wesbington. © Even ‘had it béew “frue,| it }inco 


would havé’ been & pitiful exttise, “Had” 
Gen, McCusuran the force of ‘charac- 
ter indispensable to a. great Commander, 
he .would have insisted, as Gen. Grint 
has: done, on being the:sole’ . originator 
and the sole keeper of his plans, and.‘he 
would have made that an absolute condition 
of his retaining’ command: © The demand. 
would have been so ‘reasonable that the Ad- 
ministration would not baye dared to with- 

hold, even if it had been Anglined to do 80:; 
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is true, would deposit his ‘savings‘in bank, or 
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manent improvements with it, butin all these: of 
cases, it would help the Goveroment and the F 


people to bear the burdens of the war. 
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death. : 
-'We shall hope, too, for w broader and deeper 

influence from this. movement, for at. least 


some years. - There is no doubt that every 
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tried at © -all. But.. the trath , is.. that 
- McOnznian’s secrets were babbled In his own 
camp, through’ men to “whom he himself 
voluntarily confided: them. - The conclusive 
evideiice of this is ‘fonnd in the fact that the 
lettera of the army correspondents’ of the.j 
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